Irish Education System

Ireland has a long and distinguished tradition in education.  Responsibility for education lies within the Department of Education and Science. The international dimension of education is especially important in Ireland, which has one of the most trade dependent economies in the world.  The Irish Government has invested in the internationalisation of our education system. Ireland has, in recent years, become an increasingly popular destination for overseas students.  Here they receive a quality education in a very friendly environment.  

School Cycle

The secondary school cycle in Ireland consists of 6 years of study, which is divided into 2 parts:  Junior and Senior cycles. 

	Age
	School year in Ireland 

	12-13
	Junior cycle Year 1

	13-14
	Junior cycle Year 2

	14-15
	Junior cycle Year 3 + Junior Certificate

	15-16
	Senior cycle Year 1 (Transition Year)

	16-17
	Senior cycle Year 2

	17-18
	Senior cycle Year 3 + Leaving Certificate

	
	

	Students who graduate from High School receive a Leaving Certificate


Junior Cycle

The junior cycle comprises first, second and third year and leads to the Junior Certificate Examination (external state examination).  Students start the first year of secondary school aged about 12.

Transition Year or 4th Year
There is no state exam at the end of this year and it is an optional year in some schools.  The course varies from school to school but is usually less academic than other school years.  It is an excellent year for international students, providing valuable opportunities to develop English language ability, personal development and life skills without the pressure of preparing for a state exam.  

Senior Cycle

5th and 6th year form the senior cycle.  At the end of the two years, students take the Leaving Certificate Examination, which is the examination for high school graduation and university entrance in Ireland.  Students normally sit for this examination at seventeen or eighteen years of age. The Leaving Certificate is recognised and highly regarded by academic institutions in the UK, Europe and the United States. Overseas students must take a minimum of six subjects including the two core subjects of English and Mathematics. Students can then choose their other subjects from a broad range including art, languages and science and technology. 

Curriculum in Ireland

Schools in Ireland follow a curriculum set down by the Department of Education, and all students follow the same courses and take the same state examinations regardless of the type of school they attend. At Junior Cycle level students will usually take a minimum of 7 academic subjects and at Leaving Certificate level a minimum of 6.  

Most Common subjects for Junior Certificate

	Irish 
	(Overseas students are not required to study Irish)

	English
	(Obligatory)

	Mathematics
	(Obligatory)

	
	

	Followed by a range of elective subjects such as: 



	Modern languages
	(French, German, Italian, Spanish)

	Science
	

	History
	

	Geography
	

	Business Studies
	

	Home Economics
	

	Music
	

	Computer Studies
	(Non-examination subject)

	Art, craft and design
	

	Metal work
	

	Woodwork
	

	Mechanical Drawing 
	


Most Common Subjects for Leaving Certificate

	Irish 
	(Overseas students are not required to study Irish)

	English
	(Obligatory)

	Mathematics
	(Obligatory)

	
	

	Followed by a range of elective subjects such as: 



	Modern languages
	(Normally French, German, Italian, Spanish, but students may be able sit an examination in their own language. Please confirm with ISI)

	Physics
	

	Chemistry
	

	Biology
	

	History
	

	Geography
	

	Business Studies
	

	Economics
	

	Home Economics
	

	Music
	

	Computer Studies
	

	Accountancy
	

	Art
	

	Technical Drawing
	

	Engineering
	

	Construction Studies
	

	Media Studies
	

	
	


School Year in Ireland

The school year in Ireland is approximately 9 months long, from September to June.  It is divided into 3 terms:

	Autumn
	September to December

	Spring
	January to March/April

	Summer
	March/April to June


School Holidays

There are two annual school breaks, at Christmas and Easter, of approximately two weeks each.  During the first and second term there is also a mid-term break of one week in each case. Students are advised to return to their home country during Christmas and Easter school breaks.  However, if under special circumstances a student has to remain in Ireland, special arrangements can be made for them to stay with a host family.  

Sample School Calendar – 2004/2005
	1st Term

	School re-opens
	30th August

	Bank Holiday
	25th October

	Mid-term break
	25th October – 1st November

	Christmas Holidays
	17th December – 3rd January

	2nd Term

	School re-opens
	3rd January

	3rd year parent/teacher meeting
	21st January - 12.45 – 3.30pm

	Spring Exams
	14th February – 18th February

	Mid-term break
	21st – 28th February

	Bank Holiday
	17th March

	Easter Holidays
	23rdMarch – 4th April

	3rd Term

	School re-opens
	4th April

	May Day Holiday
	2ndMay

	Summer Exams
	23rd May – 27th May

	Junior & Leaving Certificate State Exams
	6th June – 17th June


Irish Leaving Certificate Examination Points System

Access to third-level education is highly competitive in Ireland.  Students compete for entry based on their results in the Irish Leaving Certificate Examination.  Students are graded on their six best subject scores.  Entry requirements for courses may vary from year to year, depending on the number of places available and the number of applicants.

Applications for most full-time undergraduate courses are made through a Central Applications Office (CAO).    

Conditions:

· The six best results, in recognised subjects, in one Leaving Certificate Examination will be counted for point’s computation.

· One sitting only of the Leaving Certificate Examination will be counted for point’s purposes.

Irish Leaving Certificate Examination Points Calculation Grid 
	Leaving Cert Grade
	Higher Paper*
	Lower Paper*
	Bonus **

	A1
	100
	60
	40

	A2
	90
	50
	35

	B1
	85
	45
	30

	B2
	80
	40
	25

	B3
	75
	35
	20

	C1
	70
	30
	15

	C2
	65
	25
	10

	C3
	60
	20
	5

	D1
	55
	15
	0

	D2
	50
	10
	0

	D3
	45
	5
	0

	* Depending on ability students may take each examination at higher or lower level. 
** Bonus points are awarded by some Universities for certain courses.


